ROCKS & FOSSILS SESSIONS FOR SCHOOLS

Led by an experienced STEM ambassador, our FREE rocks & fossil sessions started after
stonemasons repairing Ladbroke Church discovered fossils in the walls and buttresses.

Sessions are relevant to this part of England, rocks the children will see around them and fossils
of marine creatures - Ladbroke is the same bedrock as Lyme Regis so we have the similar fossils
to those Mary Anning found, 200 years ago. Many of the best specimens, such as Ichthyosaurs,
are in now museums but we do have a huge ammonite inside Ladbroke Church.

Most schools opt for a combined Rocks and Fossils for Y3 held in school but we are flexible about
duration, content and location. You choose what works best for your school.

Typical In-school Session (1% — 12 hours)
1. Opening Interactive presentation on Rocks, 10 minutes

2. Rock Star identification game, 15 minutes

* Rock names taught (using pictures / large samples)
* Then in groups of 3 or 4 - lucky dip for name labels and select
the right sample, adult checks, repeat several times

3. Interactive presentation on Fossils, 10 minutes

4. Fossil handling and observation, 15-20 minutes, supervised by
teacher

* Children work individually but share fossil(s) with their neighbour,
* Draw the fossil(s) on a work sheet or directly into workbook and measure it
* Measure more ammonites (larger samples & life-size photos/rubbings)

5. Additional activities if time permits, up to 20 minutes, supervised by teacher

* Missing words / folding booklet on fossil formation
* Jurassic colouring sheet
* Jurassic wordsearch

6. Rock & Fossil display during (4 & 5), supervised by STEM amb.

* A few pupils at a time, they can pick samples up if careful

* Lumps of local rocks and also ammonites, belemnites, brachiopods,
gryphaea (devil's toenail) crinoids and worm burrows - all found
in or within a few miles of Ladbroke

7. Concluding remarks, 10 minutes

* Recap, including asking for feedback on size of fossils measure

Longer sessions in school can include:
* Making chocolate rocks (sedimentary, metamorphic & igneous)
* Making salt dough ammonites

For more info / to organise a session email: ladbrokechurch89@btinternet.com
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